18. A method in accordance with Claim 16, whereby the step of transferring includes 
transferring the contents of each of the plurality of product bags to the ring bag. 

19. A method in accordance with Claim 18 whereby said step of transferring includes flowing 
the contents of each of the plurality of product bags to the ring bag through the multi-way 




20. A method in accordance with Claim 1 which further comprises a step for removing a 
processed blood component from the ring bag after the subsequent centrifugation processing 
step. 



u 

fn 



REMARKS 



It is believed that this Amendment places the application in better condition for 



a examination and therefore its entry is appropriate. 



If prosecution can be expedited in any fashion by telephone conference, the Examiner is 



Q urged to call the undersigned at the below-printed telephone number. 



Dated 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 37,932 
Gambro, Inc. 
10810 W. Collins Ave. 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
(303) 205-2560 
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VERSION SHOWING MARKED-UP CHANGES 



1 . A method for Th e way of pr e processing a blood concentrate products from a pr e vious 
contrifuging of whol e blood befor e th e s e conc e ntrat e products ar e e xpos e d to y e t anoth e r 
c e ntrifuging for separating th e r e coverable, still acc e ssibl e , a medicinally valuable blood 
component s, characteri s ed by comprising: connecting th e numb e r of at least one product bags- 
(37 4 0) with containing a blood concentrate product s that ar e int e nd e d to be processed includ e d 
in th e curr e nt new c e ntrifuging, along with th e r e sp e ctiv e bag and outlet a tube system having a 
plurality of tubes (25 28) connected to a multi-way connector (29) to which and connecting also 
a solution bag (23) with containing a diluting solution is join e d to supply via a solution tube (30)- 
is conn e ct e d to the tube system in communication with the multi-way connector , aft e r which 
suspending the at least one product bag s (37 40) with containing the blood concentrate products- 
ar e suspend e d to be processed in acassettei ( 4 1) which, via the adapt e d motor, can op e rat e 
processing the blood concentrate product in the at least one product bag by oscillating the 
cassette forwards and backwards in an incomplete pendulum swingj ( 4 2) whil e adding the 
diluting flttid solution from the solution bag through the tube system in an_adapted portions4s- 
add e d to each of the at least one product bags ^ with th e blood conc e ntrat e products from bag (23) 
q with diluting s olution and wh e r e by keeping the cassette ( 4 1) is k e pt in motion by the motor until 
all blood concentrate products are dissolved in the added diluting solution, aft e r which and 
transferring the contents of all of the at least one product bags in the cassette ar e add e d to a new 
ring bag (22) for the a_subsequent centrifu gationi ftg processing step . 



P 



y * 



2. AmMethod in accordance with Claim 1 characteris e d in which whereby the amount of 
diluting solution added to e ach r e sp e ctiv e the at least one product bag is may be controlled by a_ 
clamp valve (44) through which the s upply solution tube (30), for tho diluting solution, is_ 
adapted to be passesd and which clamp valve (44) can also be utilised for- when processing is 
finalised to weld the solution tube. 
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3. A mM ethod in accordance with Claim 1 or 2 charact e ris e d in which whereby the pendulum 
movement of the cassette (44) is held within +/- approx imated a quarter revolution in either the 
forward or backward direction . 

4. A mM ethod in accordance with eith e r of Claims l-£ charact e ris e d in which whereby the step 
of transferring to the ring bag the contents m of all of the at least one product bags with 
containing a blood concentrate products (37 4 0) occurs after the steps of addingtien ef and 
processing with the diluting solution via a joint multi way valve (29) to which th e tub e s ar e 
conn e ct e d th e n transf e rr e d to ring bag (22) in which th e cons e qu e nt c e ntrifuging is carri e d out . 

5. A mM ethod in accordance with e ith e r of Claims 1 4 that is characterised by th e in which the 
step of adding addition of the diluting solution and the step of transfe rring enee ef the dissolved 
concentrate products takes place in several steps with mixing as the middle step. 

6. A dP evice for processing a blood concentrate product comprising a centrifuge machine to 
which is connected a carrying out th e m e thod in accordanc e with e ith e r of Claims 1 5 that is 
characterised by cassette (44) in which a numb e r plurality of s tandard product bags (37 4 0) with 
containing blood concentrate products from a pr e vious c e ntrifuging can to be processed may be 
suspended and also via multi way valv e (29) can b e connect e d to sourc e (23) for th e controll e d 
addition of diluting fluid and whereby the cassette (44) can be put in motion by a motor in a 
forward and backward pendulum movement ( 4 2) consisting only of in_an incomplete revolution 
about the axis. 

7. A dDevice in accordance with Claim 6 that is characteri s ed by also containing an in which 
the centrifuge machine further has attached thereto an instrument for introducing a hold e r or 
holding a bag-wkh containing a diluting solution , which via a control valv e is connected to th e 
sam e multi way control valv e as th e bag s with blood conc e ntrat e products . 

8. A dP evice in accordance with Claim 6 or 7 that is charact e ris e d th e r e of by whereby the 
pendulum movement of the motor b e ing cassette is maintained within the interval +/- of. 
approximately a quarter revolution forward and backward . 
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9. AbBag set for processing blood concentrate products with th e m e thod as per e ith e r Claim 1 4 
and/or d e vic e in accordanc e with cith e r of Claims 6 8 that is characteri s ed th e r e of by containing 
comprising a ring bag (33), a processed component bag connected to the ring bag, (23) with 
diluting solution , one or more than two connecting tubes (25 28) that are int e nded adapted to be 
individually connected to a bag with one or more discrete sources of blood concentrate products^. 
said one or more connecting tubes also being connected and to a_multi-way connector (39) and a 
diluting solution tube via the multi-way connector, the diluting solution tube being adapted to be 
connected to a discrete source of diluting solution, whereby the aforem e ntion e d one or more 
connecting tubes and bag (23) with the diluting solution tube and the ring bag (22) all are 
connected to the to the multi-way connector where they can be connected with each other in fluid 
communication, while a final storag e the processed component bag (33) is separately connected 
to the ring bag. 



10. A device C e ntrifug e (34) for carrying out the method for processing a blood concentrate 
product in accordance with either of Claim s 1 5 is characteri s ed th e r e by its 6 further having an 
outer lid (35) which hasvmg a motor disposed therein with th e sp e cial function for activating 
which operates in an incomplete revolution (43) in one direction immediately followed by a 
y corresponding incomplete return revolution in the other direction, said motor being operablv 
pj connected to the to and past th e point of d e partur e and that this function can be combin e d with a 
hold e r or cassette ( 4 1) and such that when the c e ntrifug e 's outer lid (3S) of the centrifuge is Mfy 
in an open position, a numb e r plurality of product bags (37 40) can be suspended in the cassette, 
so that f or when the motor is activated they the product bags are exposed to a mechanical mixing 
of the existing substanc e insid e blood concentrate products disposed therein . 
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